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Melbourne Vibe Score: “82.0 — #1 in Australia”
Gen Z nights out: “9.4 nights out a month”

Gen Z Owns The Night While Melbourne Tops 
Australia’s Night-Time Economy

Insights from Visa show who’s driving the boom, where the strongest 
vibes are, and where the biggest after-dark opportunities lie.

People First: The 
Generations Driving the 
Night-Time Economy

Gen Z = Night-Time Generation
73% go out at least once a week (national avg: 
49%)
9.4 nights out a month (Gen Y: 7.2, Gen X: 4.3, 
Boomers: 2.6)

Why they go out: 50% say nights o�er more new 
experiences than daytime
• Favourite activity: 76% choose 
restaurants when going out at night
• What they want: 53% want more night 
markets/festivals, 52% want a�ordable options
• Room to grow: 47% say local nightlife 
needs more investment; 74% would try more if it 
improved

WHO POWERS OUR NIGHTS 

Australia’s Night-Time 
Hotspots

Top 5 Vibe Scores:
1. Melbourne — 82.0
2. Sydney City & Inner South — 74.3
3. Sydney Eastern Suburbs — 68.19
4. Parramatta — 66.92
5. Sydney Inner South West — 64.08
Regional standouts: Newcastle, Gold Coast, Darwin in 
Top 20
Visitor Pro�les:
• Melbourne: 76% visitors (9% international, 14% 
interstate, 53% intrastate)
• Sydney: 70% visitors (15% international, 11% 
interstate, 43% intrastate)
• Brisbane: 78% visitors (7% international, 11% 
interstate, 60% intrastate)
• Canberra: 64% visitors (2% international, 22% 
interstate, 40% intrastate)
• Darwin: 58% visitors (3% international, 17% 
interstate, 37% intrastate)
• Hobart: 53% visitors (3% international, 17% 
interstate, 32% intrastate)
• Perth: 65% visitors (6% international, 7% 
interstate, 51% intrastate)
• Adelaide: 69% visitors (3% international, 11% 
interstate, 56% intrastate)

WHERE THE VIBE IS STRONGEST

After-Dark Spending & 
Merchant Growth

Melbourne: Bars $558m (+15%), Restaurants $1.19b 
(+2.4%), Bars merchant growth +17.6%

Sydney: Restaurants $1.14b (+3.4%), Entertainment 
$129m (+17%), Bars $554m (+3.2%)

Brisbane: Entertainment $35m (+22%), Bars $276m 
(+14%), Restaurants $571m (+6%)

Darwin: Bars merchant growth +41.5%, Spend $123m 
(+13.5%)

Perth: Entertainment $39m (+8%), Bars merchant 
growth +19.9%

Adelaide: Entertainment $36m (+12.9%), Bars spend 
$216m (-2.8%)

WHERE & HOW WE SPEND 

Sources: Visa Australia Night-Time Economy Index 2025, Visa Vibe Economy Report with McCrindle

Source: Visa Vibe Economy Report with McCrindle Source: Visa Australia Night-time Economy Index 2025

Source: VisaNet (Jul’23 – Jun’24 vs Jul’24 – Jun’25); insights and figures are constructed using a subset of 
depersonalised transactional data pulled from Visa’s payments network, which is then normalised and scaled to 
market using third-party public sources such as the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and the Reserve Bank of 

Australia (RBA). This is intended for informational purposes only and should not be relied upon for operational, 
marketing, legal, technical, tax, financial, or other advice and do not in any way reflect actual or forecasted Visa 

operational or financial performance. Visa neither makes any warranty or representation as to the completeness or 
accuracy of the views contained herein, nor assumes any liability or responsibility that may result from reliance on 
such views. These views are often based on current market conditions and are subject to change without notice.

People First:
The Generations Driving 
the Night-time Economy

Note: Percentages reflect share of total 
visitor spend, not number of visitors.
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9.4 nights
out a month Sources: Visa Australia Night-time Economy Index 2025, Visa Vibe Economy Report with McCrindle

GEN Z NIGHTS OUT

82.03 
#1 in Australia

MELBOURNE VIBE SCORE
Insights from Visa show who’s driving the boom, 

where the strongest vibes are, and where the 
biggest after-dark opportunities lie.

Gen Z Owns The Night
While Melbourne Tops 

Australia’s Night-time Economy

Visa Vibe Economy 2025: 
What Powers Australia After Dark


